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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 2023 1 

Dear Sir: 

Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 USC § 102(b) as anticipated by Schneider et al. 
(5,417,677). Claims 7-9 are rejected under 35 USC § 103(a) over Schneider et al. Applicants 
respectfully traverse. 

The claimed invention requires a device comprising a flexible bag having an inner lining. 
An absorbent material is disposed on the inner lining. 

In contrast, Schneider et al. teaches an ostomy pouch having side walls 11,12 which form 
an interior chamber. An external membrane 15 is secured to the side walls and defines a pocket. 
The interior chamber/side walls may be analogized to Applicants' flexible bag. 

The embodiment of Fig. 3 of Schneider et al. discloses a tissue layer 25 may be used for 
the pH-modifying material 24. The tissue layer is neither contained in a flexible bag, as required 
by the instant claims, nor is the tissue layer disposed on the inner lining of such a flexible bag, as 
required by the instant claims. Instead, the Schneider et al. tissue layer is external to the bag and 
disposed between side wall 12 and membrane 15. Schneider et al. is structurally different than the 
claimed invention. 

The claimed invention provides the benefit that the recited absorbent material may be 
used to absorb body exudates within the bag cavity. In contrast, the Schneider et al. tissue layer is 
only useful to "dissolve the pouch" (1:46). The Schneider et al. absorbent does not contact the 
body waste of the user and therefore cannot provide the benefits of the claimed invention. 



Schneider et al. is constructing a structure aimed at a different purpose - disposal. Accordingly, 
Schneider et al. does not anticipate the claimed invention. 

The Examiner is respectfully requested to reconsider Claims 1-9 and withdraw the 
rejections under 35 USC §102-103. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Larry L. Huston 
Attorney for Applicant(s) 
Registration No. 32,994 
(513) 634-9358 
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